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THE LOUISIANA GROUND WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION

13TH REGULAR MEETING 

SUMMARY

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Eunice, Louisiana

11:00 A.M.

Prepared by:

The Department of Natural Resources

Office of Conservation

Environmental Division Staff
The 13th regular meeting of the Ground Water Resources Commission (Commission) was held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, September 16, 2009 in Eunice, Louisiana. The Chair of the Ground Water Resources Commission, Scott A. Angelle was present and presided over the meeting. 
Commission members in attendance:
Office of the Governor & Chair – Scott Angelle

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries - Kyle Balkum

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development – Zahir “Bo” Bolourchi

Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals – Glenn Cambre
Sparta Groundwater Conservation District Board of Commissioners – Thomas “Gene” Coleman
Louisiana Landowners Association – Paul Frey

Appointed by the Governor, from a list of names 

submitted by the Louisiana Municipal Association – Dan Hollingsworth

Louisiana Wildlife Federation and League of Women Voters – James “Jimmy” Johnston

Representative of the geographical area of the State underlain by the Chicot Aquifer – Paul “Jackie” Loewer

Appointed by the Governor: Represents the 

Police Jury Association of Louisiana – Robert “Mickey” Mays

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality – Paul Miller

Appointed by the Governor; Represents the Capital 

Area Ground Water Conservation District – Eugene Owen

Office of Conservation – Jim Welsh

Call to Order
Department of Natural Resources Secretary and Chairman Scott Angelle called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m. with welcoming remarks. 

Roll Call
John Adams, Attorney for the Department of Natural Resources Office of Conservation called roll; 13 members were present and 6 members were absent.  A quorum of 10 or more members was obtained.  

Adoption of Minutes

Chairman Angelle presented the minutes from the December, 18, 2008, March 5, 2009 and July 28, 2009 meetings.  A motion to adopt the minutes was made by Mr. Gene Coleman and seconded by Mr. Eugene Owen and was passed unanimously.
Summary of the Duties of the Commission 
Megan Terrell of the Louisiana Attorney General’s Office gave a presentation of some of the existing ground water statutes and gave a summary of the duties of the Ground Water Resource Commission.
Chicot Aquifer System Outlook and Stability
Chairman Angelle introduced Mr. John Lovelace, Supervisory Hydrologist for the USGS, Louisiana Water Science Center who gave a presentation on the current status of the Chicot aquifer system.

Overview of Best Management Practices for Aquifer Recharge by Surface Water Injection Techniques

Mr. John Lovelace, Supervisory Hydrologist for the USGS, Louisiana Water Science Center gave an additional presentation on increasing aquifer recharge rates through the use of surface water.

Haynesville Shale Natural Gas Hydraulic Fracture Simulation Operations
This item was tabled due to time constraints

Chicot Aquifer Ground Water Issues

Chairman Angelle introduced Mr. Stephen Langlinais of S.J. Langlinais & Associates, Inc. who  presented information on the Chicot Aquifer and raised concern over the use of groundwater by AGL in a solution mining project.  Following the presentation, Tim Goodson, a representative of AGL spoke to clarify and address the concerns.
DNR/DHH Agreement – Katrina and Rita Water Well Damage Assessment

Chairman Angelle introduced Tony Duplechin of the Department of Natural Resources Office of Conservation who gave a presentation of the scope of services, report findings and recommendations of the final report of the Katrina and Rita water well damage assessment.

Act 437 Memorandum of Understanding – Transfer of Authority for Well Drillers

Chairman Angelle introduced John Adams, Attorney for the Department of Natural Resources Office of Conservation who gave an update on the status of the Memorandum of Understanding between DOTD and DNR pertaining to the transfer of the water drillers program from DOTD to DNR.

Statewide Water Well Notification Audit and Enforcement Update

This item was tabled due to time constraints.

Public Outreach and Education Program, Statewide Groundwater Management Plan,  Sparta Areas of Groundwater Concern and Haynesville Shale Updates

Chairman Angelle introduced Gary Snellgrove, Department of Natural Resources Office of Conservation Environmental Division Director, to present an update on the public outreach and education program, the status and current timeline of the statewide groundwater management plan, news on the funding from DEQ for the West Monroe Graphics Packaging project and an updated form for reporting groundwater usage in the Haynesville Shale area. 
Water Well Evaluation Process
This item was tabled due to time constraints

Public Comments
Chairman Angelle opened the floor for public comments, but no one made any comments.
Schedule for the Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting of the commission was set for South-East, Louisiana at a time, location and date to be determined.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.
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